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NEWS

Over $357m allocat-
ed for gas supply to
rural areas next year

The government has proposed
to allocate 15 ftrillion rials
(about $357.14 million) for
the supply of natural gas to
over 8,000 villages across the
country during the next Iranian
calendar year 1400 (begins on
March 21, 2021). The men-
tioned budget will be spent on
new gas supply projects in rural
areas, and for the completion
of semi-finished gas supply
projects across the county with
Sistan-Balouchestan, Hor-
mozgan, South Khorasan, and
Kerman provinces, as well as
Khour and Biabanak cities,
being the priorities. Current-
ly, over 32,000 villages across
Iran are enjoying natural gas
through the national network
and the number is planned to
reach 40,000 by the end of the
next fiscal year (March 2022).
Over the past seven years, more
than 290 trillion rials (nearly $7
billion) has been allocated by
the government to connect over
18,000 new rural areas with
over 1.6 million households to
the national gas network.

In Iran, where villages account
for generating 20-23 percent of
the value-added in the country,
the development of rural areas
has been always a top agenda
of the governments” activities.
The sustainable economic, so-
cial, and cultural development
of the villages 1s one of the
major priorities of the current
government, and many projects
implemented and underway in
this regard have led to outstand-
ing development in the rural re-
gions.One of the sectors with
noticeable achievements in this
field is gas supplying, while the
number of wvillages supplied
with natural gas has doubled
during the past seven years
since the current government
started its activity. Back in No-
vember, the managing director
of National Iranian Gas Com-
pany (NIGC) had announced
that gas will be supplied to
40,000 villages throughout the
country by the end of the next
Iranian calendar year.

® DOLPHINNEWS.IR

Loading, unloading of
goods up 13% at Shahid
Bahonar Port

Olg

The loading and unloading of commodi-
ties have increased 13 percent at Shahid
Bahonar Port, in Iran’s southern Hor-
mozgan Province, during the first nine
months of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 20-December 20), compared
to the same period of time in the past year,
according to an official with the prov-
ince’s ports and maritime department.
Morteza Salari announced that over 1.4
million tons of goods have been loaded
and unloaded at this port during the nine-
month period.

He put the average daily loading-unload-
ing capacity of Shahid Bahonar Port at
8,000 tons.

While the coronavirus pandemic has cre-
ated many limitations for the economic
activities all around the world, operations
at Iranian ports are underway continuous-
ly, and even the U.S. sanctions could not
halt activities at the ports.

Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organizations
(PMO)’s Head Mohammad Rastad has
recently said that the country’s trade gate-
ways were not closed even a moment de-
spite the sanctions and pandemic, adding
that loading and unloading of goods, es-
pecially the essential goods, are continu-
ously conducted at the ports.

As announced by the PMO head, loading
and unloading of commodities are being
conducted continuously at the ports of
Iran while the health requirements are
completely met.

Rastad has reiterated that all port opera-
tions are done observing healthcare proto-
cols and the principles set by the Corona-
virus Containment Headquarters.
Activities at Chabahar Port (Iran’s only
oceanic port in southeastern Sistan-Bal-

uchestan Province), and Shahid Rajaee
Port (Iran’s largest container port in
southern Hormozgan Province) in the re-
cent months prove and underline Iran’s
outstanding performance under the dif-
ficult condition of the sanctions and the
pandemic.

In a statement on October 15, PMO de-
clared that loading and unloading of com-
modities are underway continuously at
the country’s ports.

While the enemy is trying to halt Iran’s
exports and imports through imposing
sanctions, operation at Iranian ports are
underway without interruption as the re-
sult of the all-out efforts of the organiza-
tion’s personnel, the statement reads.
Meanwhile, as the PMO head has an-
nounced, 11 new development projects
with 59 trillion rials (over $1.4 billion) of
investment are currently underway at the
Iranian ports.

Not only the sanctions could not stop de-
velopment activities at the ports of Iran,
some new development projects have
been also defined, Rastad has under-
scored.

The third phase of the development plan
of Shahid Rajaee Port is one of the major
projects which is going to go operational
by the end of the current Iranian calendar
year (March 20, 2021).

While Iran is combating the U.S. unilater-
al sanctions on its economy, the country’s
ports as the major gates of exports and
imports play some significant role in this
battle, and the ongoing operation at the
ports indicates that they are playing their
part perfectly.

As reported, loading and unloading of
commodities at the ports of Iran have ris-
en six percent during the past Iranian cal-
endar year (ended on March 19).

NEWS

‘Incredible’ Hor-
mozgan to develop
tourism infrastruc-

ture

Olg

Hormozgan is set to develop its
nfrastructure for tourists and
offer a variety of activities for
them to undertake as the south-
emn Iranian province seeks to be-
come a major travel destination.
“Tourism  mfrastructures  are
planned to be created and boost-
ed m three tourist areas across
the southern Iranian province of
Hormozgan,” provincial tourism
chief, Reza Borumand, said on
Tuesday. A budget of 8.3 billion
rials (about $198,000 at the offi-
cial rate of 42,000 rials) has been
allocated to the development of
the tourism infrastructures n
the tourist areas of Kuh-e Geno,
Seyyed Sultan Mohammad, and
Bandzark, which are scattered
across the province, Reza Boru-
mand said on Tuesday. The bud-
get will be spent on constructing
and improving welfare facilities
for the tourists in these areas, the
official explained. Situated on
the northern coats of the Per-
sian Gulf, Hormozgan is widely
renowned for having incredible
culture and heritage, Stunning
sceneries, and above all, its
warm and hospitable people.

It embraces arrays of islands
among which Kish, Hormuz,
Hengam, and Qeshm are the
most popular ones and top tour-
18t destinations i southernmost
parts of the country. Over the
past couple of decades, the coral
Kish Island has become a beach
resort where visitors can swim,
shop, and sample a laid-back
and relatively liberated local
lifestyle. It is home to free-trade-
zone Status, with ever-growing
hotels, shopping centers, apart-
ment blocks, and retail complex-
es. Hormuz, which is mostly
barren and hilly, is sitvated some
eight kilometers off the coast
on the Strait of Hormuz, which
atracts many tourists by its
colorful mountains, silver sand
shores, and great local people.
Hengam Island has scenery
rocky shores, serene sunset, and
kind natives, which can attract
travelers who enjoy a relaxing
trip by spending time on this
tranquil island.
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