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Kish Island to host intl neyanban festival in March
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31 production units put into
operation in Maku FTZ
since last March

Ol

As announced by an official
with Maku Free Trade Zone
Organization, 31 production
units have been put into op-
eration in the industrial and
mining sectors of the Maku
FTZ, in Iran’s northwestern
province of West Azarbaijan,
since the beginning of current
Iranian calendar vear (March
20, 2020).

Arash Yousefzadeh, the pro-
duction facilitation director of
the organization, also said that
in this way one unit has been
maugurated each week on av-
erage since the year start.

As announced by another offi-
cial with the mentioned orga-
nization, 120 mdustial units
are active in Maku Free Trade
Zone.

Ebrahim Jalili, the deputy head
of Maku Free Trade Zone Or-
ganization for investment and
economic affairs, said that
enjoying this number of units,
the zone has become one of the
most active regions in terms of
production and industry in the
northwest of the country.
Maku is one of the seven major
free zones of Iran.

It has 140 kilometers of border
with Azerbaijan Republic and
130 kilometers of border with
Turkey.

As Maku is among the most
newly-established and also the
largest free zones of the coun-
try, there is a high need for the
creation of infrastructures
this zone.

The establishment of fiee trade
zones in Iran dates back to the
Iranian calendar year 1368
(March 1989- March 1990)
following the fall in the coun-
try’s oil income in the preced-
ing year which prompted the
government to promote non-oil
exports.

The first two free trade zones
of Iran were established in the
south of the country. The first
one was Kish Free Trade Zone
established in 1368 on Kish
Island in the Persian Gulf and
the second one was Qeshm
Free Trade Zone established
the year after on Qeshm Island
in the Strait of Hormuz.
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Kish Island to host intl
neyanban festival in March

(o)

Kish Island on the Persian Gulf will be hosting an
international neyanban festival to promote the Per-
sian instrument, which is most common in southemn
[ran.

The festival will be running from March 10 to 12,
the organizers announced in a press release on Sun-
day.

The mstrument, which is a kind of bagpipe, enjoys
a high tourism attraction, helping to encourage in-
terested musicians to make a journey to the island.
This old instrument, which has been inscribed on the
National Intangible Cultural Heritage list in 2015,
is mostly played in the provinces of Bushehr, Khu-
zestan, Kerman and Hormozgan, while the festival
will help introduce this instrument in the internation-
al arena as well. The organizers have corresponded
with the embassies of Greece, Algeria, Germany,
Tunisia, Turkey, France, Armenia, Austria, Spain,
India and the Arab states of the Persian Gulf, mvit-
ing their musicians to attend the festival.
Introducing this instrument to the fans of the region-
al music as a cultural identity of the country, attract-
ing more tourists to the island and encouraging the
youth to learn neyanban are among other goals of
the festival.

Mohsen Sharifian, the leader of the Lian ensemble

from the southern Iranian city of Bushehr, who is
a skillful player of the neyanban, introduced an
electronic version of the neyanban named “Lianic”
in January. The instrument takes its name from his
band’s name, Lian.

“Due to the sanctions that make access to similar
foreipn instruments difficult, we decided to design
and make an Iranian electronic neyanban,” Sharifian
had said.

“Lianic is a localized instrument similar to what is
used in Europe by musicians and leamers during
their rehearsals,” he added.

He said that the lianic is an appropriate instrument
for finger exercises and learning rhythms and melo-
dies, and doesn’t require tuning.

The album “Music of Kish Island” featuring the
folk music of Kish Island in the Persian Gulf was
released in early January.

The collection contains 19 tracks recorded and per-
formed based on extensive research by Sharifian.
He performed at the William Kennedy Piping Festi-
val in the Irish town of Armagh in November 2019.
His group also gave a concert in the Indian city of
Mumbai during an Iranian festival presenting art
and cultural performances from the southern Irani-
an city of Bushehr under the title “From Bushehr
to Mumbai”.

Jask oil terminal’s and offshore
line’s pipe laying completed

(>

The construction of the second 36-inch offshore
oil pipeline of the Jask crude oil export terminal
has been completed, the operator of Jask oil termi-
nal project in southern Iran announced.
According to Vahid Maleki, the construction of
the mentioned pipeline was started immediately
after the completion of the first pipeline in late
January and the project was completed on Friday
on schedule, Pars Oil and Gas Company (POGC)
reported.

Maleki put the total physical progress of the Jask
Oil Terminal early-phase at 82 percent, saying:
“With the completion of these two offshore pipe-
lines, in the coming days, it will be possible to in-
stall the project’s first single point mooring (SPM)
system which is currently loaded in the Khorram-
shahr industrial yard.”

The construction of the first SPM system of the
Jask crude oil export terminal was completed last
week and the SPM has been loaded and ready to
be shipped toward its designated point in the Gulf

of Oman waters.

According to the official, the capacity of this SPM
system is 7.000 cubic meters per hour (equivalent
to one million barrels per day).

As the country’s second major oil terminal, Jask
terminal is under construction by POGC on 60
hectares of land and with nearly €260 million of
investment.

In line with the development of the mentioned oil
terminal, a pipeline project, dubbed the Goreh-
Jask oil transfer project, is also underway which is
going to provide Iran with an alternative route for
the country’s crude oil exports that are currently
carried out through the Strait of Hormuz.
According to the deputy director of the project in
Petroleum Engineering and Development Com-
pany (PEDEC) the progress of the first phase of
the strategic Goreh-Jask oil pipeline project has
also surpassed 70 percent.

Ali Jafarzadeh said that such progress promises
that the project will be completed by the end of
the current Iranian calendar year (March 20).

NEWS

Iran to develop tour-
ism infrastructure in
Hendurabi Island

O}

Iran will be developing fourism
infrastructure in Hendurabi Island,
which is situated west of the touris-
tic Kish Island in the Persian Gulf.
“Hendurabi, with an area of about a
quarter of Kish, has beautiful beach-
es and nature. And it has a valuable
capacity for the development of
travel and ecotourism. .. It has also
enormous capacity to attract large
domestic and foreign investors,”
Mehr quoted Kish Free Zone Or-
ganization Director Gholamhossein
Mozaffari as saying on Monday.
“A consortium consisting of banks
and active holdings in the country is
being formed to implement the [al-
ready-formulated] comprehensive
development plan of Hondurabi,”
Mozaffari said.

“Kish Island, even during coronavi-
rus pandemic, has enjoyed a fourism
boom... [for instance] in the last
two months, its occupancy rate of
hotels has been 98 percent, which
indicates the unique tourism capac-
ity of the region.” When it comes to
the southern islands of Iran, people
tend to choose Kish, Qeshm, and
Hangam Island. However, Hen-
durabi is just as amazing as these
though less known. Being far from
the constant visit of tourists, this sort
of remote island in the Persian Gulf
has preserved many of its natural
beauties. It can provide a lot of fun
water and beach activities. Swim-
ming, above all, is one of the most
pleasant things to do in the crystal
waters. Hendurabi is a small island
of about 23 square kilometers, locat-
ed between Kish Island and Lavan
Island. It is flat land with no high
mountains or hills. The highest point
of the island is some 45 meters high.
Hendurabi has an old village of the
same name. The material used in
the construction of houses used to
be stone, coral, and stucco. Howev-
er, some of these houses have been
renovated recently. The village also
contains a school, shop, and a su-
permarket. From February to June,
the beaches of the island tum to a
turtle hatchery. All the turtles of any
size go to this area for hatching their
eggs. The scenery of turtles being
bom out of the eggs and running
to the water can be one of the most
eye-catching moments of your trav-
el. On the other hand, watching the
colorful fish while diving is just an-
other fun thing to do.
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