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NEWS

Iran’s passenger maritime
transportation capacity to
hit 25m by late March

O
Head of Iran’s Ports and
Maritime Organization

(PMO) has said the country’s
passenger maritime transpor-
tation capacity is going to
reach 25 million people per
year by the end of the current
Iranian calendar year (March
20), ILNA reported.

“The passenger transporta-
tion capacity of the northern
and southern ports of the
country is currently 24.8
million people per year,
and considering the ongo-
ing development projects in
the mentioned regions, this
figure will reach 25 million
people by the end of the cur-
rent year,” Mohammad Ras-
tad said.

Speaking in a ceremony for
signing a memorandum of
understanding  (MOU) be-
tween the Transport and Ur-
ban Development Ministry
and the Ministry of Cultural
Heritage, Handicrafts and
Tourism for the development
of coastal and maritime tour-
ism, Rastad noted that there
are currently 57 passenger
ships with a total capacity
of 7,500 people operating in
the country’s ports, most of
which are sailing in a route
between southern Bandar
Abbas and Qeshm Islands.
There are also 12,000 regis-
tered boats, 500 of which
are operated by marine clubs,
the official said.

He further noted that in addi-
tion to the mentioned passen-
ger boats, ships and fairies,
there are 50 landing crafts
operating in the counftry’s
ports; these landing crafts
have a total capacity for
transporting 2,500 cars and
8,000 passengers.

The mentioned landing crafts
mainly transport passengers
and cars from the mainland
to Qeshm Island in the south-
em Hormozgan Province;
such vessels are also oper-
ating in other coastal areas,
including Kish, and also be-
tween Genaveh and Khark,
according to the official.

® DOLPHINNEWS.IR

handcrafts and folk art are
the oldest creative industry of
Bandarabbas

O

The director of the creativity and new technol-
ogies of Bandarabbas municipality added by
saying this : cultural background of the people
of Bandarabbas is impressive in the parts of
handicrafts, local art, seafood, music, native
song and because of this, it distinguishes it
from other places. According to public rela-
tions of the creativity and new technologies
of Bandarabbas municipality “Ahmad Pay-
dar” said: Bandarabbas has a long history in
maritime trade as a southern coastal city of
the country and for this reason, there is a close
communication between the people of this
city and the people of other countries and this
leads to cultural exchanges. He stated : Banda-
rabbas has joined to the UNESCO world net-
work of creative cities for handicrafts and folk
art which has different products in 3 branches
of applied and marine handicrafts, decorating
local clothes and folk music that including of
these products are boating, weaving net, shell
sculptures, ornaments, embossed shell paint-

ings, earring, pottery, mat and single weaving,
wicker utensils and sevas ( kind of slippers).
He referred to the local custome decorations,
to clarify : badele embroidery, golabatoon
embroidery, kame zani, knitting tali, borge
( kind of custome mask), khoos embroidery
and he said:these examples are the result of
the efforts and artistry of the people of Banda-
rabbas which must be respected. According to
the director of the creativity and new technol-
ogies of Bandarabbas municipality, zar music,
liva, loots, solo playing, oud, dohol, jofti and
jahle(kind of urn) are including creative city
arts in the unique music, Tazie reading and
breastbeating are the examples of the reli-
gious music of this city. He clarified : these
arts must be honored and joining Bandarabbas
to the UNESCO world network of creative
cities is the best opportunity to express cul-
tural and artistic capacities and those involved
should work on this more. Bandarabbas is the
member of the UNESCO World Network of
creative cities in the field of handicrafts and
folk art.

Hop-on hop-off busses
reach Kish Island

ray
04

With only weeks to the Iranian New Year, sev-
eral double-decker hop-on, hop-oft busses have
recently been transferred to Kish Island in the
Persian Gulf.

Recently added to the Kish transport fleet, the
vehicles are set to offer tens of hop-on, hop-off
access to touristic places of the Island, Mehr re-
ported.

Over the past couple of decades, the coral Kish Is-
land has become a beach resort where visitors can
swim, shop, and sample a laid-back and relatively
liberated local lifestyle. It is home to free-trade-

zone status, with ever-growing hotels, shopping
centers, apartment blocks, and retail complexes.
Amongst the Persian Gulf islands, Kish is famed
as the more luxurious and developed. Except
for its unique nature such as waters and shallow
beaches, the tourist attractions of this charming
island are due to its rich historical background as
well as kind and hospitable people.

The pristine and beautiful nature, the meeting of
land and sea, the clear sky, the pleasant air, and the
pleasurable reverberation of the waves create such
a sense of calm that one cannot even distinguish
between imagination and reality.

NEWS

Explore naturally
-gorgeous rock
formations in southern-
most tip of Iran

Ol

Dameh-ye Tandis-ha (“Valley of
Statues™) is a picturesque sandstone
rock formation rising on parts of
Qeshm Island in the southernmost
tip of Iran.

A heaven for eco-travelers, na-

ture-lovers, and researchers, it is
reminiscent of the perpetual thump-
ing of the waves, storms, and raging
winds in the Persian Gulf.

In some areas of the valley, numer-
ous fossils may be found including
fossils of bivalves. in some areas as
colonies. Another interesting geo-
logical phenomenon in the valley is
sedimentation forming muddy mud
cracks, which has created beautiful
and interesting landscapes.

The valley is part of those areas
which have been once underneath
the water, and when pulled up, it has
been heavily eroded by sea waves
among other factors. This type of
erosion gets reduced gradually while
moving more towards the “roof” of
Qeshm, which has remained intact.
Here, locals wear traditional dress,
live in houses cooled by badg-
irs (wind towers), and work in
boat-building yards tumning out
lenges, the large wooden cargo boats
that have criss-crossed the Persian
Gulf for centuries. Furthermore, the
island has an abundance of wildlife,
including birds, reptiles, dolphins,
and turtles.

During and after the rainfall, it is
important to pay attention to muddy
areas where sometimes the mud is
very sticky and dangerous to walk
on at this geo-site. The Island also
embraces wide-ranging attractions
such as the Hara marine forests
and about 60 villages dotted mostly
across its rocky coastlines.

With an area of 1,200 square km, it
has an irregular outline and a gen-
erally tocky coast except for san-
dy bays and mudfiats fringing the
northwest. Trregular table-topped
hills almost cover Qeshm; several
are over 270 meters high and one,
Kish Kuh, reaches 406 meters.
Such scenic landscapes can also be
found in other parts of Iran, for in-
gtance in Shahdad. which is a major
part of the UNESCO-registered Lut
desert in southeastern Kerman prov-
ince. Shahdad is home to massive
sand pyramids created by wind and
waler.
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