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Celebratin
traditional rituals is a
public duty

O

The director of Hormozgan
cultural heritage association
on the sidelines of my country
rituals Festival by announcing
this, added: preservation and
keeping the rituals alive of the
culfural heritage and customs
is a public duty and protecting
the fraditional rituals of Ban-
darabbas creative city requires
serious determination. Accord-
ing to the public relations of
the creativity and new technol-
ogies of Bandar abbas munici-
pality, “Ishaq Barkhordarzade™
on the sidelines of holding my
country rituals festival in Sama
gitls  high-school, referring
to the national registration of
Hormozgan and Bandar abbas
creative city indigenous games
as intangible heritage said: the
purpose of the cultural heritage
association and Hormozgan
indiginous games are protect-
ing, preserving and develop-
ing this infangible heritage
among native teenagers and
young people to acquaint with
the proud history of their city.
“Malihe Qaribi™ the director of
Sama girls Bandarabbas high
school stated:celebrating Ban-
darabbas ftraditional rifuals in
the form of a booth traditional
clothing show, handicrafts and
also introducing celebrities
are the goals of holding my
country rifuals festival with
the support of Islamic Azad
University. According to “Qa-
1ibi” if these festivals contin-
ue to be supported, the native
culture, traditional religion and
handicrafts of the creative cify
of Bandarabbas will expand.
“Ahmad Paydar” the direc-
for of the creafivity and new
technologies center of Bandar
abbas mumicipality, with the
appreciafion of organizers of
my country rituals festival
expresses hope, holding these
festivals with the aim of in-
troducing handicrafts and tra-
ditional rituals of the creative
city of Bandar abbas should be
on the agenda. Bandar abbas
is a member to the UNESCO
creative cities” world network
for crafts and folk art.
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Commercial ports’ capacity
should rise to 600m tons:
PMO head

Ol

Head of Iran’s Ports and Maritime Organiza-
tion (PMO) said that the country’s commercial
ports” capacity should be increased to 600 mil-
lion tons.

Emphasizing that Iran’s commercial ports’ ca-
pacity should be doubled, Mohammad Rastad
said the current 300 million tons of capacity
should become 600 million tons.

He pointed out that commercial ports act as
an important infrastructure for development
and centers of employment, added value and
income, adding the Ports and Maritime Orga-
nization should be able to take a fundamental
and strategic step to achieve the set goals by cre-
ating and developing commercial ports on the
Makran coast.

“According to the past experiences in the devel-
opment of Chabahar port, one of the key areas
that can lead the country to economic prosperity
along the Makran coasts is to create and increase
the capacity of commercial ports along these
coasts”, the official further reiterated.

In late January, Rastad announced the plans
for the construction of the country’s largest
commercial port in Jask Island, southermn Hor-
mozgan Province.

The official made the announcement during a
visit to the mentioned port city.

“The development of Jask is very important
and strategic at the national level, and we have
reached a conclusion in the recognition phase to
build the country’s largest commercial port in
this city,” Rastad said.

According to the official, PMO has determined
the final location of the mentioned port in col-
laboration with the Oil Ministry and the primary
research studies on the project have been al-
ready started.

Noting that transportation and maritime trade in
the east of the Strait of Hormuz is being consid-
ered for the first time by the Iranian government,
the official said: “Through this port, we intend to
be able to receive large-scale oceanic vessels in
the east of the Strait of Hormugz, in addition to
Chabahar port.”

The port of Jask is a small port on the westemn
part of Iran’s coast along the Gulf of Oman.
However, over the last few years. it has seen
a steady growth of its export freight flows to
Oman, mostly agricultural products, including

refrigerated, and construction materials.

Major developments for the port of Jask have
been announced by Iranian authorities since
early 2019, ie. the construction of a new oil
terminal, the construction of a refinery, and of a
petrochemical plant.

Meanwhile, as announced last month by the
head of Ports and Maritime Organization, the
capacity of Tranian ports is expected to increase
to 280 million tons by the end of the current
government’s incumbency (early August).
Rastad put the cwrrent loading and unloading ca-
pacity of the country’s ports at 250 million tons.
“We have signed 300 contracts with the private
sector for conducting development projects
incliding the construction of structures, equip-
ment, and even infrastructure in ports,” Rastad
said.

According to the official the private sector has
currently invested over 160 trillion rials (about
£3.8 billion) in the country’s ports.

Mentioning the restrictions created by the U.S.
sanctions in the country’s ports and maritime ac-
tivities, the official said: “In all areas which were
affected by the U.S. sanctions we tried to rely
on domestic capacities and managed to keep the
ports active and the country’s imports and ex-
ports afloat.”

The capacity, infrastructure, and equipment of
the ports have made it possible for them to be
able to load and unload goods in accordance
with international standards, he stressed.

“For all kinds of goods and all types of ves-
sels, including light to heavy goods and also
super-sized commodities and vessels, there are
berths and special terminals in the country that
can provide the necessary services,” Rastad
added.

The official put the total length of the Iranian
port wharves at 39 kilometers, saying that this
has made it possible for different types of ships
and vessels to be able to dock and load or unload
their cargoes.

“Today, we have no problems regarding the
loading and unloading of basic goods, bulk
goods, and containers in the country’s ports,
and the commodity owners are not obliged to
pay demurrage charges (damages for delayed
unloading and loading) to ships because of port
operations, and this shows how standard the Ira-
nian ports are,” the PMO head added.

NEWS

Intl. sports film festival to
honor veterans

s
Ol

The organizers of the 12th Tehran
International FICTS Festival will
honor former head coach of Iran
national football team Heshmat
Mohajerani, radio anchor Masud
Oskui, and actor Jamshid Hash-
empur with lifetime achievement
awards at the closing ceremony on
Thursdey.

The organizers will also pay trib-
ute to the actor and former foot-
baller Ali Ansarian who died of
COVID-19 last month.

The Iranian honorees of the Mila-
no Intemational FICTS Festival,
which 1s dedicated to sports mov-
1es, will also be honored at the
closing ceremony that will take
place at the Engelab Sports Com-
plex.

The Federation Internationale Cin-
ema Television Sportifs (FICTS) 1s
the organizer of the sports film fes-
tival, which is a part of the World
FICTS Challenge that runs in 16
countries around the world.

The Iranian edition of the festival
1s held in collaboration with Iran’s
National Olympic and Paralym-
pic Committee, Iran’s Ministry of
Sports and Youth, IRIB, Cinema
Organization of Iran, and Qeshm
Free Zone Organization.

A lineup of features, short films,
animations and documentaries
with central themes of Olympic,
Paralympic, sports and struggle
with drug addiction as well as lo-
cal and regional games were com-
peting in this edition of the festival
with 700 films from 54 countries.
Photo: This combination photo
features images of Jamshid Hash-
empur (Up Left), Masud Oskw
(Down Left), Ali Ansarian (UP
Right), and Heshmat Mohajerani.
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