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NEWS

Thousands of migra-
tory birds reach wet-
land in southern Iran

04

Some 10,000 migratory
birds flying from Siberia
and Central Asia have
so far reached Khor Az-
ini wetland in the south-
ern Sirik county, Hor-
mozgan province.

The birds, including
pelicans, eagles, gulls,
swallows, flamingos,
and herons will remain
at the wetland until the
end of April, IRNA re-
ported.

Measuring 27,000 hect-
ares, Khor Azini wetland
is a pristine and unique
habitat for migratory
birds in the country.
About 90 species of
aquatic birds annually
migrate to Hormozgan
province, which is one
of the important winter-
ing grounds for migra-
tory birds.

Hormozgan province,
with more than 2,000
kilometers of coastline
and 14 islands in addi-
tion to 4 international
wetlands, is the most
important migratory
bird habitat in winter.

In Iran, 141 wetlands
with ecological wvalue
with an area of over 3
million hectares have
identified, of
which 25 wetlands are
designated as wetlands
of international impor-
tance (registered in the
Ramsar Convention)
covering more than 1.4
million hectares and
four sites are biosphere
reserves.

Chief of the Department
of Environment (DOE)
Issa Kalantari has said
in order to restore wet-
lands in the country a
budget of 600 trillion
rials (nearly $14 billion)
is required.

been

entrepreneurs of
handicrafts regis-
ter in the Banda-
rabbas virtual mar-
ket

Ol g

The director of the creativity and new technologies
center of Bandarabbas municipality by announc-
ing this, added : to developing Bandarabbas hand-
icrafts and booming business of entrepreneurs of
this part, the virtual handicrafts market is launched
by cooperation and participation of private sector
and they take action for registration and bold pres-
ence. According to the public relations reports of
the creativity and new technologies center of Ban-
darabbas municipality “Ahmad Paydar” said: the
creative entrepreneurs of Bandarabbas handicrafts
can register in the virtual Bandarabbas handicrafts
market to easily access the domestic and foreign
markets and sell their luxury products. He added:
the purpose of launching this virtual market is to
try to solve the challenges of customer’s access to

Iran to probably
face drought this
year: expert

Ol g

Iran will probably experience drought over the cur-
rent [Iranian calendar] year (began on March 21), as
only four provinces out of 31 provinces of the coun-
try received normal rainfall last year, director of flood
control at Forests, Rangelands, and Watershed Man-
agement Organization said.

Given that Iran is an arid and semi-arid region, the
rainfall rate is low, in other words, the fiuctuations
of rainfall vary significantly from year to year, Abol-
ghasem Hosseinpour told ILNA on Saturday.

Over the last two years, Iran was doused with rain
which was unprecedented during the past 50 years,
but last year, unfortunately, the country faced drought,
which shows a 40 percent decrease in rainfall, he
explained. He went on to note that for example, Sis-
tan-Baluchestan and Hormozgan had a decline of 80
to 85 percent compared to the average rainfall, and
among all, only four provinces received normal rain-
fall, which may cause drought this year, so that we
need fo strengthen watershed and aquifer infrastruc-
ture. Watershed management is a solution to strength-
en the ecosystem in the face of subsequent droughts
by penetrating rainfall into the ground, he said.
Referring to the importance of watershed manage-
ment, Hosseinpour noted that watershed manage-
ment in the wet season will reduce flood damage,
drought, and water shortage problems, in addition to
stabilizing the ecosystem of the region.

“We are in dire need of infrastructure development,
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Bandarabbas handicrafts market and facilitate the
process of selling such products,especially during
the corona’s period. He added : the virtual market
with the cooperation of private sector is launched
and in addition to creating databases of entrepre-
neurs and their products, it is possible also to buy
and sell these products. According to “Paydar”
the goals of launching the virtual market are eco-
nomic development of Bandarabbas creative city,
economic expansion of household, increment of
citizens participation in private sectors and co-
operation. The director of the creativity and new
technologies center of Bandarabbas municipality
continued : the handicrafts entrepreneurs can regis-
ter their names by referring to this address : Bazar
Hormozgan.ir and n0:07632234409 from 9:00 a.m
till 14:00 p.m

and the implementation of activities at the level of one
million hectares per year, given the climate change
conditions and the problems of drought and floods in
the country, should be three or four times higher,” he
concluded.

Wet spell

Rainfall extremes over the past three years slowly
questioned the conception that Iran is experiencing a
long-term drought and some of the experts announced
that a wet spell will embrace the country.

So, some experts claimed that Iran has entered a pe-
riod of a wet spell after experiencing dry spells over
the past few decades, some others highly rejected the
claim implying that the country faced a lack of rain by
50mm over the past 5 decades.

Climate disruption or global climate disruption, is the
new term scientists are using to explain the extreme
fluctuations that can and will occur to our weather
systems as anthropogenic-caused carbon dioxide and
other greenhouse gases increase in our atmosphere,
the oceans get warmer, and weather events go wild.
The report regrets that climate disruption will be con-
tinuing as climate change is on the rise and it calls on
taking proper and effective measures to alleviate the
adverse effects of climate change on the country.

In fact, experiencing two or three consecutive years
of rainy days cannot ensure that drought no longer
hits the country, but then it may enter a multi-year

drought.

NEWS

Sea trips in Iran grow
over Noruz holidays

04

Maritime frips ramped up over
the recent Iranian New Year
(Noruz) holidays as some 1.4
million maritime excursions
were made over the two-week
period.

“A tofal of 1.4 million sea trav-
els and excursions were carried
out during Nomz holidays amid
Strict health conditions due to
prevent the coronavirus spread,”
Mehr quoted a top official with
the Ports and Maritime Organi-
zation as saying on Sunday.

The data excludes port cities and
regions named as high-risk zones
related to the coronavirus pan-
demic; for instance, sea travels
and excursions were restricted
or even prohibited in Khuzestan
and Bushehr provinces, the offi-
cial added.

Tourism Ministry on Monday
publicized that the number of do-
mestic travels fell by 96 percent
during the Noruz compared to
the same period two years earli-
er. “According to the latest data
Iranians made some 2.5 million
overnight stays across the coun-
try during the Nomz holidays,
while the number added up to
over 74 million in the same pe-
riod in 1398 (March 21-April
2, 2019), which shows a drastic
fall.”

The Islamic Republic has
launched projects to take advan-
tage of southem coasts to make
the best use of its maritime tour-
ism potential using developing
hospitality infrastructures, diver-
sifying sea routes, and drawing
private sector investors. Accord-
ing to official data, some 45 off-
shore terminals are operating in
northem and southern coasts of
the country.

Experts say that the boom in
maritime tourism can pave the
way for Iran to meet its ambitious
target of attracting 20 million an-
nual tourists by 2025 as it also
keeps an eye on tourism develop-
ments in the Caspian Sea in the
north. With widening facilities
in the free zones of Chabahar,
Kish, and Qeshm - each home to
tens of tourist destinations - they
would be able to draw sightseers
all year round, not just during the
wintertime.
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