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NEWS

96% of Iran’s
population enjoy
natural gas

Ol g

The managing director of Na-
tional Iranian Gas Company
(NIGC) said that 96 percent of
the country’s population enjoy
natural gas at the present.
Emphasizing the need to pay
attention to the stability of the
network, the creation and use
of processes, Hasan Montazer
Torbati said: “Iran’s 96 percent
of population benefitting from
natural gas is a unique statistic in
the world.”

“Now that everyone recognizes
NIGC as a leading organization,
our task is much heavier, be-
cause now with 96 percent of the
country’s population benefiting
from gas, which is a unique statis-
tic in the world, we should think
more about network stability and
processes and creation so that we
will have a better and more dy-
namic organization”, the official
further stressed.

As reported last week, the gov-
ernment has proposed to allocate
15 trllion rials (about $357.14
million) for the supply of natural
gas to over 8,000 villages across
the country during the next Irani-
an calendar year 1400 (begins on
March 21, 2021).

The mentioned budget will be
spent on new gas supply proj-
ects in rural areas, and for the
completion of semi-finished gas
supply projects across the coun-
ty with Sistan-Balouchestan,
Hormozgan, South Khorasan,

and Kerman provinces, as well
as Khour and Biabanak cities,
being the priorities.

® DOLPHINNEWS.IR

Iranian free zones register positive
trade balance over past 2 years

O

The Secretary of Iranian Free Zones High
Council Hamidreza Mo’meni said the trade
balance of the country’s free and special
economic zones has been positive in the
past two years despite the negative balance
of the country’s foreign trade.

Mo’meni made the remarks in a meeting
with the deputies and managers of Imam
Khomeini Airport City (IKAC) on Thurs-
day, IRNA reported.

Today, the free zones are in a good condi-
tion trade as wise and positive development
measures have been taken which have led
to significant growth in these zones, the of-
ficial said.

He further announced the establishment of
a finance council in the Iranian Free Zones
High Council, saying that soon advisory
groups will be sent to all of the country’s
free zones and the zones can access sustain-
able financial resources for implementing
new development programs.

According to the official, the country’s free
and economic zones should become more
productive in order to be able to fund their
own development projects in the future.
Mentioning the trade advantages of IKAC
as a free zone, Mo ’meni said IKAC can
benefit from the experience of other free
zones across the country in order to max-
imize its capacities.

Earlier this month, Mo ’meni had said that
removing the problems of the private sector
active in the country’s free and economic
zones 1s the new approach of this council.
The development of free trade zones and
special economic zones through produc-
tion, exports, and investment is one of the
goals of creating these zones in the country.
To achieve this target, different measures
were taken in the past two years, such as
attracting innovative and technological
units to these areas and introducing invest-
ment opportunities and advantages in these

zones.
The establishment of free trade zones in
Iran dates back to the Iranian calendar year
1368 (March 1989- March 1990) following
the fall in the country’s oil income in the
preceding year which prompted the gov-
ermment to promote non-oil exports.

The first two free trade zones of Iran were
established in the south of the country. The
first one was Kish Free Trade Zone estab-
lished in 1368 on Kish Island in the Persian
Gulf and the second one was Qeshm Free
Trade Zone established the year after on
Qeshm Island in the Strait of Hormuz.
Some five other free trade zones have
been also established in the country since
then, including Chabahar in southeastern
Sistan-Baluchestan Province, Arvand in
southwestern Khuzestan Province, An-
zali in northern Gilan Province, Aras in
East-Azarbaijan Province, and Maku in
West-Azarbaijan Province, both in the
northwest of the country.

Considering the important role that the free
zones play in promoting the country’s ex-
port and employment, Iran is seriously pur-
sumg the development of its existing zones
and the establishment of new zones as well.
More development measures in this field
have been taking since the U.S. re-impo-
sition of sanctions on the Iranian economy
in November 2018, as Iran is reducing its
dependence on the oil income while ele-
vating its domestic production and non-oil
exports.

Although the sanctions have disrupted
Tran’s economic activities, they could not
impede the development of Iranian free
zones; in fact, the development of these
zones has been even accelerated.

Many strides made for increasing activities
in the free zones have played a significant
part in boosting the country’s non-oil ex-
ports and brought prosperity in the other
€Cconomic sectors.

NEWS

Major petchem cata-
lyst production units
launched in Iran

Ol

Iranian President Hassan Rou-
hani on Thursday ordered the
official auguration of two
major petrochemical catalyst
production projects worth about
$10 million in central Markazi
Province via videoconference.
As Shana reported, in a virtual
ceremony, Rouhani maugurated
the knowledge-based projects
for the production of polypro-
pylene and high-density poly-
ethylene (HDPE) catalysts,
which have been implemented
for the first time in the country
with Iranian technical knowl-
edge.

All the equipment and ma-
chinery used in the mentioned
catalyst production units have
been made inside the country by
capable Iranian engineers and
experts.

The production capacity of the
polypropylene catalyst unit is
reported to be 12 tons per year,
equivalent to 30 percent of the
needs of the country’s petro-
chemical industry; this unit can
be further expanded to fully
meet the needs of the country.
The HDPE catalyst unit, which
has been implemented with CX
technology, also has an annual
production capacity of 20 tons,
equivalent to 25 percent of the
petrochemical industry’s needs,
this unit can also be expanded to
fully meet the country’s needs.
Catalysts are critical for the
operation of petrochemical pro-
cess units. The value of catalysts
used in Iran’s petrochemical in-
dustry is about $270 million per
year. Of the 40 major types of
catalysts used in the petrochen-
ical industry, the knowledge for
the production of 19 has been
indigenized so far, and nine
more are scheduled to be indig-
enized by the end of the current
Iranian calendar year (March
2022). “We plan to produce
over $100m worth of petro-
chemical catalysts annually, by
the end of the Iranian calendar
year of 1400 (March 20, 2022),”
Ali Pajouhan the managing di-
rector of Iranian Petrochemical
Research and Technology Com-
pany (PRTC) has said.
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