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Domestic production of 2 catalysts saves Iran’s petchem sector $70m
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NEWS

Domestic production of

2 catalysts saves Iran’s
petchem sector $70m

(@)

Iranian experts succeeded in
indigenizing the knowledge
for the production of two cat-
alysts used in the petrochem-
ical sector, which saves this
sector $70 million.

As reported, all production
processes of the two catalysts
have been conducted relying
on domestic knowledge and
capabilities.

Last week, a director in Iran’s
National Petrochemical Com-
pany (NPC) said that out of 85
types of catalysts used in the
country’spetrochemicalindus-
try, 22 types with a value of
$123 million are now domes-
tically produced.

While elaborating on the
current status of Iran’s petro-
chemical industry, Shahram
Rezaei, the NPC investment
director, said that 35 million
tons of final products are an-
nually produced for the down-
stream sector and export.
Back in early July, the NPC
head had said that Iranian
engineers are going to indig-
enize the knowledge for the
production of 72 percent of
the catalysts needed in the
country’spetrochemicalindus-
try by the end of the current
Iranian calendar year (March
2022).

According to Behzad Mo-
hammadi, the country needs
$275 million worth of cata-
lysts annually, $200 million
of which is domestically sup-
plied.

NPC, in collaboration with
domestic research institutes
and knowledge-based com-
panies, is currently working
seriously on indigenizing the
knowledge for the production
of the rest of the catalysts
needed in the country’s petro-
chemical industry.

Back in March 2020, the
Managing Director of the
country’s Petrochemical Re-
search and Technology Com-
pany (PRTC) Ali Pajouhan
had said NPC was planning
to indigenize nine major cat-
alysts used in the petrochem-
ical industry within the next
two years.

@ DOLPHINNEWS.IR

Colorful destinations: what to
do in every season in Iran?

Ol4

If you’re thinking about traveling to Iran when-
ever the coronavirus is finally behind us, you
might wonder what time of year is best.

Iran is known for being a destination to fall in
love with as its mesmerizing traditional archi-
tecture, serene deserts, jagged mountains, em-
erald jungles, and above all, its hospitable peo-
ple, are all fascinating.

It 1s one of the countries in the world which has
four seasons at one time; while the north is cov-
ered with snow, in the south you can experience
pleasant tropical weather. In the winter, you can
go skiing on the northern slopes of Tehran, and
a day later you can head south to Kashan to ex-
perience the warmth of sands at appealing des-
erts such as Maranjab or Mesr deserts.

Let’s dive into some tips on what to do depend-
ing on the time of year you visit:

Spring

Spring is a pleasant season to visit the ancient
land and the high season for traveling to the
country starts in March and continues to the
end of May. Why? Because you’ll avoid sear-
ing heat and severe winter cold. As long as you
are prepared to dress for the heat/chill, June and
October offer slightly better deals.

May is a much better time to visit the country
and still enjoy the clement spring weather. This
month is perfect for enjoying nature, as all the
greens have covered the fields, the flowers have
bloomed, and the weather is ideal for hiking ac-
tivities.

Cat-tail-like Eremurus flowers light up the land-
scapes, along with pretty, bell-shaped crown
imperials. And if you have ever planned to go to
the Netherlands to visit some tulips, you should
know that tulips are the national flower of Iran.
So many international tourists visit Iran in May
and April, and most of them visit places in the
central Iranian plateau, such as Shiraz, Isfahan,
and Yazd. The weather is nice and the attrac-
tions unlimited!

Summer

Summer begins with a slight decrease in pre-
cipitation. From June to August, the number of
foreign tourists declines and there will be good
discounts on tours and experiences because the
temperatures increase all across the country and
you should be able to withstand the heat to trav-
el to cities like Shiraz, Yazd, and Kashan.
Touring and walking could be very exhausting.
This is doubly unpleasant as shorts and t-shirts
are a no-no, and women must wear head-

scarves. But the northwest of the country and
also the seaside areas of the north (Caspian Sea)
are still fine during summer, and both are the
main destinations of domestic travelers.
Ardabil and Gilan provinees in northwestern
Iran, Kurdistan province in the west, and Cha-
harmahal-Bakhtiari province m south-central
Iran are but a handful of places whose rural
towns beckon travelers in the summer.

Fall

Autumn brings rains to the country and the
highest amount of precipitation oceurs in Oc-
tober. October temperature ranges between 22
and 25 °C; thus the weather is pleasant for a
perfect journey all over Iran in a season when
you can easily avoid crowds of travelers. Yet,
as November begins the weather starts to get
colder.

So fall is probably a fine time to visit central
Iran, particularly Isfahan and Shiraz; two in-
credibly historical cities with several World
Heritage sites m or around them.

Other great times to visit Iran are September
and October. It rarely rains, and the temperature
decreases and the weather generally get cooler
especially in October and early November.

The prices are lower than in April and May. You
can easily find public transportation including
flight and train because there are almost a few
non-business domestic travels in this period.
The deserts in the provinces of Kerman, Yazd,
and South Khorasan are particularly interest-
ing locations to visit in autumn, especially for
stargazers who want to get a clean look at the
Milky Way. Autumn gives you a real-time ad-
venture in the desert.

This period is the shoulder season to visit Iran,
you can expect a drop in accommodation pric-
es and your flight tickets. The rush would have
wom off, and you can enjoy the country with-
out irritating crowds. Generally, autumn is a
great time to visit Iran.

Winter

Winter is an excellent time to travel to the Per-
sian Gulf islands of Kish and Qeshm, both of
which are free trade zones and are attracting a
lot of attention from investors as Iran’s trying to
develop their tourism potential.

Western and northwestern areas get a decent
amount of snowfall. Some intercity routes are
occasionally closed due to massive snowfall or
the risk of avalanches in those areas. If you are
a big fan of skiing, visit Iran particularly Tehran
and Ardabil in wintertime.

NEWS

Let's protect

precious Baluchi
black bear

O 2

The Asiatic black bear, liv-
ing in southeastern Iran and
known as the Baluchi black
bear, is an endangered spe-
cies, so a national commit-
tee has been set up to protect
the valuable species.

There are eight species of
bears in the world, including
Asiatic black bears, brown
bears (which include grizzly
bears), giant pandas, North
American black bears, polar
bears, sloth bears, specta-
cled bears (also called An-
dean bears), and sun bears.
Two species of brown bears
and Asiatic black bears live
in Iran. The Baluchi black
bear is second only to the
cheetah in terms of the im-
portance of protection in the
country.

Known as “mam” in the
Baluchi language, Baluchi
black bear has biological,
aesthetic, scientific, and
educational values, but is
being pushed towards ex-
tinction due to habitat degra-
dation and illegal poaching.
The Asiatic black bear lives
mainly in forested areas, es-
pecially in hilly and moun-
tainous areas at altitudes of
500 meters to 2700 meters,
and is found in the provine-
es of Kerman, Hormozgan,
and Sistan-Baluchestan with
very low density.

The Asiatic black bear usu-
ally lives alone and is most-
ly nocturnal. It feeds on
herbs, dates, olives, fruits,
plant materials, insects and
carcasses, and sometimes
even hunts animals.

In some areas, it sleeps in
caves during the winter and
mates m late spring. The
cubs are born in the winter
and each female bear gives
birth to between one and
three cubs, and the cubs are
milked up to 1.5 months af-
ter leaving the nest and stay
with the mother for about
two to two years. Females
are able to reproduce at the

age of three.
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