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IRGC Navy to get two new vessels

The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) Navy will be delivered
two new warships capable of carrying helicopters, a senior command-
er announced late on Saturday.

Speaking at a televised interview, IRGC Navy chief Rear Admiral Ali
Reza Tangsiri said the two warships, named after IRGC Navy martyrs
Mahdavi and Bageri, are 240 meters long and 21 meters in height,
Tasnim reported.

Tangsiri said both warships are also able to carry missiles and tens of
drones, while the Baqeri warship is also equipped with a runway for
unmanned aircraft.

He added the two new vessels can cruise in faraway waters and ensure
the security of Iranian commercial vessels in open seas.

The rear admiral also pointed to the homegrown patrol combat war-
ship named after Lt. Gen. Qassem Soleimani, saying the advanced
vessel is furnished with air defense missiles, including 16 Navvab
short-range and 6 Sayyad mid-range missiles.

Tangsiri also said that four cruise missiles have been installed on the
patrol combat warship that can hit targets at ranges of 90, 140, 300
and 750 kilometers.

Last month, Major General Mohammad Hossein Bageri, the Armed
Forces Chief of Staff, said it is the first Iranian warship equipped with
air defense missiles with a vertical launching system that can fire mid-
and short-range missiles.

The warship’s hull material employs stealth technology techniques
with a low radar cross section, the commander said, adding that it can
navigate in oceans and rough seas for various operations.

Furnished with four powerful homegrown engines, the Shahid Solei-
mani warship can carry out long-range naval missions without coastal
logistics.

The IRGC Navy launched the Shahid Soleimani warship on Septem-
ber 5.

Admiral Tangsiri says the vessels will increase the its forces’ oper-
ational reach beyond the Persian Gulf to as far away as 9,000 km,
which would cover the entire Indian Ocean down to Cape Town.

The IRGC Navy has long aspired to send warships to waters near the
United States.

In July 2021, the Islamic Republic of Iran Navy (IRIN) deployed the
converted supertanker Makran and another vessel to St. Petersburg,
Russia, using a circuitous route that circled Africa and crossed in and
out of the Mediterranean Sea.

During the launch ceremony for the Shahid Soleimani , IRGC chief
Maj. Gen. Hossein Salami called the aluminum warship a new high
point in Iran’s strategic competition as a world-class power bent on es-
tablishing regional hegemony over its adversaries. According to him,
the country’s “national security domain and radius go as far as where
our interests rest”—including faraway seas if so determined by the
Armed Forces General Staff.

In a commentary on September 16, The Washington Institute said sim-
ilar in length (65 meters) and capability to Taiwan’s Tuo Chiang-class

missile corvette launched in 2014, the Shahid Soleimani is designed
to support and provide protective fires for high-speed armed boats far
from Iranian waters. This includes the three boats it can carry itself.
The Taiwanese class is designed to counter Chinese naval vessels via
hit-and-run tactics and has been dubbed a “carrier killer.” The same
nickname has been applied to the smaller Chinese Type 22 catamaran
missile boat, which Iran reportedly tried to buy in past years before
producing its own class (Beijing refused to sell). The IRGC Navy
also says that the Shahid Soleimani is a “stealth” vessel with the radar
cross-section of a small boat.

Regarding weapon systems, the new vessel is the first Iranian warship
equipped with vertical launchers that can fire antiaircraft missiles up
to a range of 150 km. It can also use six box launchers to fire antiship
missiles such as the Nasir, Ghader, and Ghadir, with ranges of 35 to
300 km. Taken together, these capabilities led Iranian officials to say
that Shahid Soleimani has a “lethal range” in excess of 750 km.

To be sure, Iran already has other weapon systems that meet or exceed
that range, such as the Abu Mahdi antiship and land-attack cruise mis-
sile unveiled in 2020, which can reach 700-1,000 km. Yet the Shahid
Soleimani could greatly extend its reach (albeit with less destructive
punch) by launching suicide drones such as the Shahed-131 or 136,
which can strike targets up to 1,000 km away (or even 2,200 km).
The vessel may also be able to launch the Quds-1/2 cruise missile and
“Article 385” loitering antiaircraft cruise missile.

As for electronic warfare capabilities, the ship is reportedly able to
carry extensive equipment of this type, including advanced decoy
launchers. In its current configuration, however, Shahid Soleimani has
minimal electronic equipment installed.

Catamarans are generally faster and more maneuverable than conven-
tional ships and offer better stability and seakeeping at rougher seas
thanks to their twin hull design. This also makes them harder to sink—
though aluminum ship hulls tend to melt quickly if set afire by a sea
mine, missile, or other projectile (as seen when a catamaran operated
by the United Arab Emirates was wrecked by a single Houthi missile
n October 2016 while transiting the Bab al-Mandab Strait).

More missile corvettes of the same type as Shahid Soleimani are cur-
rently being built at shipyards in Bandar Abbas, Qeshm Island, and
Bushehr, and the IRG Navy says it will roll them out at a rate of one
per year, indicating an expedited delivery schedule. The prime con-
tractor for this program is the IRGC Navy’s Shahid Mahalati Naval
Industries, with the Defense Mmistry firms Shahid Darvishi and Sha-
hid Mahboobi working as subcontractors.

In November 2018, Iran’s parliament passed a law merging all De-
fense Ministry marine factories and industrial groups into one enti-
ty, the “Marine Industries Organization of the Armed Forces.” Col-
lectively, these firms produce everything from small speedboats to
frigate-size warships, medium submarines, Aframax tankers, diesel
engines, waterjets, gearboxes, and so forth, with the aim of making
Iran’s domestic naval production fully self-sufficient.

News

Hormuz Islqngl to
g-mhance tourism
infrastructure

The tourism authorities of Hormuz are
planning to boost the tourism infrastruc-
ture of the historical island, which is sit-
uated in the Persian Gulf, southern Iran.
As part of the project, its 3,200-me-
ter-long tourist zone is being supplied
with water from the desalination of Hor-
muz Island, Hormozgan province’s tour-
1sm chief has said.

A budget of 41 billion rials ($137,000)
has been allocated to the project, Sohrab
Banavand explained on Saturday.
Hormuz Island is well-known for its
eye-catching ochre, a red-colored earth
pigment that attracts domestic and for-
eign nature lovers and holidaymakers.
The island covers an area of approxi-
mately 42 square kilometers, most of
which is fairly uninhabited. It is sprawled
in the Strait of Hormuz, 8km from the
mainland.

Most of its visitors are day trippers from
adjacent Qeshm Island and Bandar Ab-
bas. The latter is a bustling port city and
the provineial capital.

It is probable to traverse much of the land
m a single day by car. However, there are
a few popular spots, some on the beaches
and some in the valleys where eco-tour-
ists prefer to camp out for days. The
sunny coastline is made up of a striking
blend of golden beaches and amazing
cliffs and slopes.

The arid island gets unbelievably hot
during midday, so ideally, winter may be
the best time to pay a visit. In the sum-
mer, its temperate can rise to over 43 °C.
The island also features ruins of Portu-
guese ramparts with clusters of eroding
artillery cannons all around. In the early
16th century, the land was occupied by
Portuguese forces who utilized it as a
stopover for ships’ voyaging to Goa, Gu-
jarat, and nearby Qeshm.

The rugged land is covered by sedimen-
tary rocks, layers of volcanic material,
and various minerals that confribute to
the formation of fantastic colors, a fea-
ture that also attracts miners and exploit-
ers to the region too.

The exploitation of the i1sland’s ocher has
been accelerated over the past couple of
years, so rising ecological concerns have
prompted the Department of Environ-
ment to take action to defend the mter-
ests of the inhabitants and safeguard the
region for future generations.
Traditionally, its reddish soil, which in-
digenous people call “Gelak”, is used for
making local foodstuff decorative arts,
and even as spices for cooking fish to
make pickled vegetables.
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