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NEWS

Plan on expanding mangrove

forests on agenda

Ol

Provincial authorities in participation with local communities in
Bandar Lengeh port city, southern Hormozgan province, are plan-
ning to plant 50,000 mangrove saplings.

The saplings are being planted on 86 hectares of coastal lands across
the port city, IRIB reported.

Bandar Lengeh is one of the most important aquatic habitats from a
natural point of view, and in terms of tides, it has special conditions
for planting mangrove seedlings.

Protecting the soil and beaches against waves and sea storms, green-
ing the shores of the Persian Gulf, reducing seawater pollution, cre-
ating a safe place for birds and aquatic life, reducing the temperature
of the coastal environment, and creating suitable spots for tourism
development are among the main goals of the plan.

With more than 25 thousand hectares of mangrove forests, Hor-
mozgan has the most natural mangrove forests among the Persian
Gulf countries.

Only 55 countries in the world, including 14 Asian countries have
large areas of mangrove forests.

In terms of mangrove forests, Iran ranks 43rd in the world.
Mangrove forests are rich ecosystems that support the planet and
humanity in unique ways by providing conditions for fish growth,
storing carbon, and fighting floods. They are able to store about 6 to
8 tons of carbon per hectare of soil per year.

Protecting beaches from floods and tsunamis, preventing coastal
erosion, supporting the nutrient cycle in water, suitable habitats for
plants and animals, producing oxygen due to photosynthesis, pro-
viding resin and tannin raw materials, a food source for fish and
shrimp, the use of the genes of these trees in biotechnology as ge-
netic resources, medicinal properties, beauty, and natural landscape
and tourist attraction are some of the benefits of mangrove forests.
Yet mangroves are disappearing three to five times faster than over-
all global forest losses, with serious ecological and socio-econom-
ic impacts. Current estimates indicate that mangrove coverage has
been divided by two in the past 40 years.

Due to the importance of these trees, in 2015, UNESCO designated
July 26 as the International Day for the Conservation of the Man-
grove Ecosystem, to raise awareness of the integral role of man-
grove ecosystems and to promote solutions for their conservation,
sustainable management, and utility.

There are 107 species of mangroves, two of which grow in Iran,
called Hara and Chandel. The forests are distributed in three prov-
inces of Hormozgan, Sistan-Baluchestan, and Bushehr.

In 1972, mangrove-covered lands were nationally managed as pro-
tected areas. In 1976, it was accepted and registered as a biosphere
reserve. In 1977, the pristine areas of mangrove forests, flower gar-
dens, and streams in the Strait of Khuran were registered as import-
ant wetlands of international value (Ramsar site).

The RAMSAR Convention, an international treaty, was adopted in
1971. Ramsar Wetlands are sites inscribed on the List of Wetlands
of International Importance (the “Ramsar List”) under the Conven-
tion on Wetlands.

Controlling coastal erosion means preventing the destruction of
beaches against waves and storms, stabilizing sedimentation and
preventing its movement with a special root system, and protect-
ing coral reefs are important features of the mangrove forest in
maintaining the biodiversity of the region, and the mangrove forest
provides the habitat needs of aquatic amimals so that many aquatic
species spend their initial stages of growth and reproduction in these
forests.

Some 150 species of migratory birds are wintering in the wetlands
and mangrove forests of Southern Qeshm Island.

The area is a major habitat for migratory birds in the cold season,
and for reptiles, fish, and varieties of Arthropoda and bivalves.
Green (or hooked) turtles and venomous aquatic snakes are also
indigenous to the forests.

Beautiful birds such as Dalmatian pelicans, cormorants, European
bee-eater, larks, and flamingos came to the Hara Biosphere Reserve
and its wetlands.

News

Bandar Charak could
become tourist hub

Ol

The small city of Bandar Charak in
Hormozgan province could become a
top tourist destination in the southern
province, a local tourism official has
said.

Charak can become a place to host thou-
sands of tourists every year, said Saeid
Pourzadi, IRNA reported on Tuesday.
The location of Charak on the way to
Kish Island makes it a perfect place for
tourism, and if developed into a tourist
attraction, this pristine area can be used
for the sustamable development of the
city, the official added.

A budget of 1.5 trillion rials ($3.7 mil-
lion) has been allocated to the tourism
development of the city, he noted.
Bordering the Persian Gulf and the Gulf
of Oman on the south and bounded by
Bushehr and Fars provinces on the west
and northwest, Kerman on the east and
northeast, and Sistan-Baluchestan on
the southeast, Hormozgan is widely
renowned for having incredible cul-
ture and heritage, stunning sceneries,
and above all its warm and hospitable
people.

It embraces arrays of islands among
which Kish, Hormuz, Hengam, and
Qeshm are the most popular ones and
top tourist destinations in the southern-
most parts of the country.

Over the past couple of decades, the
coral Kish Island has become a beach
resort where visitors can swim, shop,
and sample a laid-back and relatively
liberated local lifestyle. It is home to
free-trade-zone status, with ever-grow-
ing hotels, shopping centers, apartment
blocks, and retail complexes.

Hormuz, which is mostly barren and
hilly, is situated some eight kilometers
off the coast of the Strait of Hormuz,
which attracts many tourists through its
colorful mountains, silver sand shores,
and great local people.

Hengam Island has scenery on rocky
shores, serene sunsets, and kind natives,
which can attract travelers who enjoy a
relaxing trip by spending time on this
tranquil island.

Qeshm Island is heaven for eco-tourists
as it embraces wide-ranging attractions
such as the Hara marine forests and
about 60 villages dotted mostly across
its rocky coastlines. The island also
features geologically eye-catching can-
yons, hills, caves, and valleys, most of
which are protected as part of the UN-
ESCO-tagged Qeshm Island Geopark,

itself a haven for nature lovers.
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